Localizing the Safety Story

Safety-related topics make good articles for four reasons.

First, nobody wants to be involved in a mishap, and most people are interested in things that will help them avoid the pain and cost of accidents. The challenge is presenting this information in a way that has impact and that doesn’t seem like something they’ve heard a hundred times.

Second, mishaps and near-mishaps attract attention, as do fire engines and ambulances. People are curious about what happened. As an editor, you should always cover local mishaps and near-mishaps promptly and honestly. When people understand that accidents do happen, they are more prepared to work to prevent future mishaps.

Third, the service needs your help as we work to cut mishap rates by 50%, the Secretary of Defense-mandated goal for FY05. We need help spreading the news about events, trends, new programs and initiatives, and other information that will focus everyone’s efforts of the mishaps that are killing hundreds of Sailors and Marines every year, and destroying hundreds of millions of dollars worth of equipment.

Four, service members and civilian employees often perform hazardous and visually interesting tasks that others may be curious about. These stories make for good photos and interesting descriptions, two key elements of a story that will attract and hold readers.

If you get a Naval Safety Center news release about drunk driving, you might interview base police about the local situation. Write about the most recent alcohol-related wreck. Or look into local efforts to fight the DUI problem—there are probably some interesting initiatives underway.

The same line of reasoning applies to general safety articles about boating or hiking, for example. Off-duty and recreational mishaps are the leading producer of injuries for service personnel. How do these hazards play out locally? Have any mishaps occurred? Is any local training aimed at preventing these accidents? Instructors always have interesting stories.

Get to know the staff at the local safety office and use them as a source of information and data. Via our web site, the Safety Center provides big-picture statistics (http://safetycenter.navy.mil/statistics/default.htm) and can do one-time data studies (http://safetycenter.navy.mil/statistics/feedback.htm) for you, as well. You can use the "Contact us" link in the various sections of the web (aviation, afloat, ashore, OSH) to send general or technical questions to our staff.

