Aviation Safety Officer Offered Graduate Degree Program

U.S. Army Safety Center (USASC)
Although the commander as the safety officer is an established tenet in the Army, a well-trained cadre of professionals is a key asset to an effective safety program and the Army’s readiness.  The Army’s approximately 900 civilian safety professionals (career series GS 0018, 0803, and 1306) and 600 military aviation safety officers provide this technical expertise and manage programs for commanders.   This report provides feedback to the command on a new initiative that will enhance the Aviation Safety Officer’s technical expertise.

It has long been recognized that well trained Aviation Safety Officers are of value to the Command, the mission of the Unit, and the soldiers he/she serves.  The United States Army Safety Center has joined with an outstanding combination of university faculty and industry professionals to develop a graduate degree program for Aviation Safety Officers.  This graduate program is being designed with more flexibility than other non-lock-step programs offered in the Universities.  

The Army Safety Center is partnering with Texas A&M University to develop a Safety Degree program for the Aviation Safety Officer.  The new off-campus degree would require a total of 36 graduate credit hours for completion.   This program of graduate credit transfer, prior learning graduate credits, obtaining new graduate credits via distance learning, attending graduate courses via web-based education or while attending graduate level courses at the U.S. Army Safety Center will be advantageous to both the Army and the Aviation Safety Officer.  

The Aviation Safety Officer currently attends a six-week course.  This course is being revised to support a graduate degree program while maintaining the integrity of the core learning objectives.  The course revisions will update the training content, standardize the Aviation Safety Officers’ technical competence and improve the support to the Commanders.  The Safety Center plans to prototype this program in FY01.  These investments in the Army Safety Program reflect the Army’s commitment to the safety of its soldiers and civilians and will reap benefits for many years to come.

The United States Army Safety Center point of contact for the Aviation Safety Officer Graduate Program initiative is Dr. Brenda Miller, Ch, Training and Education Division, DSN 558-3553, and commercial (334) 255-3553, email millerb@safetycenter.army.mil.  
