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FM COMMARCORSYSCOM QUANTICO VA//CBG//

TO CMC WASHINGTON DC//POE-20//

CG MCCDC QUANTICO VA//C-442/C-443/C-462//

CMC WASHINGTON DC//A/SD/ASM//

COMNAVSAFECEN NORFOLK VA//40/47/471/473//

MARCOREP FT LEE VA//S-1//

CG I MEF//G-3/G-4//

CG II MEF//G-3/G-4//

CG III MEF//G-3/G-4//

FIRST SRI GROUP FWD//G-3/G-4//

SECOND SRIG//S-3/S-4//

HQSVCBN III MEF//S-3/S-4//

FIRST FORECONCO

SECOND FORECONCO

INSP INSTR STF KANEOHE BAY HI

INSP INSTR STF RENO NV

INSP INSTR STF MOBILE AL

FIFTH FORECONCO

SECOND RECONBN

EWTGLANT NORFOLK VA

EWTGPAC SAN DIEGO CA

MARCOREP FT BRAGG NC//S-1//

INFO COMMARCORSYSCOM QUANTICO VA//CBGI//

COMDT QMSCH FT LEE VA//ATSM ABN//

UNCLAS  //N03000//

MSGID/GENADMIN/MARCORSYSCOM/CBGI//

SUBJ/AUTHORIZATION OF USE AND OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES FOR TANDEM

/PARACHUTE OPERATIONS WITH THE MILITARY TANDEM VECTOR SYSTEM//

POC/C. MONNIG/GYSGT/PARACHUTE PROJECT OFF/-/TEL:(703) 784-2775

/TEL:DSN 278-2775/TEL:FAX 278-3473//

RMKS/1.  THIS IS A SAFETY OF USE MESSAGE RELATIVE TO THE CONDUCT OF

TANDEM PASSENGER AND BUNDLE OPERATIONS.  UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, THIS

IS THE INTERIM AUTHORIZATION MESSAGE FOR THE CONDUCT OF PARACHUTE

OPERATIONS WITH THE MILITARY TANDEM VECTOR SYSTEM (MTVS) AND THE

MILITARY TANDEM TETHERED BUNDLE (MTTB).  THE FOLLOWING WILL BE

STRICTLY ADHERED TO WHEN CONDUCTING OPERATIONS WITH THE MTVS AND MTTB

TANDEM PARACHUTE SYSTEM.

2.  THE MTVS AND MTTB IS A TANDEM PARACHUTE SYSTEM USED FOR THE

INSERTION OF THE TANDEM MASTER AND A PASSENGER OR EQUIPMENT ON THE

SAME PARACHUTE SYSTEM.  THE MTVS USED FOR PASSENGER OR EQUIPMENT

OPERATIONS HAS AN INSERT CAPABILITY OF 650 LBS COMBINED WEIGHT.  THIS

INSERT CAPABILITY IS USED AT ACTIVE DUTY RECONNAISSANCE PARACHUTE

UNITS THAT ARE AUTHORIZED BY THEIR T/O AND T/E TO CONDUCT MILITARY

FREEFALL PARACHUTE OPERATIONS.  THE MCO 3500.20, TANDEM MASTER POI,

TM 10443A-12&P, FMFM 7-43, AND THE FOLLOWING WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED

TO WHEN CONDUCTING TANDEM PASSENGER AND BUNDLE OPERATIONS.

  A.  ALL MILITARY TANDEM PARACHUTE OPERATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED BY

      A QUALIFIED AND CURRENT MILITARY TANDEM MASTER, ASSIGNED IN

      WRITING BY THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER.

  B.  ALL TANDEM MASTERS WILL BE IN A HALO JUMP BILLET.

  C.  THE MTVS 421 AND THE MTTB IS THE ONLY TANDEM PARACHUTE SYSTEM

      AUTHORIZED FOR MILITARY TANDEM PARACHUTE OPERATIONS.

  D.  THE AR-2 AUTOMATIC OPENING DEVICE WILL BE USED FOR BOTH THE

      MTVS AND THE MTTB.

  E.  THE AR-2 USED ON THE MTVS WILL BE SET TO ACTIVATE NO LOWER

      THAN 2,500 FT AGL.

  F.  THE AR-2 USED ON THE MTTB WILL BE SET TO ACTIVATE NO LOWER

      THAN 1,500 FT AGL.

  G.  THE AR-2 IS NOT REQUIRED WHEN CONDUCTING WATER OPERATIONS.

  H.  THE MAXIMUM EXIT ALTITUDE IS 25,000 FT MSL.

  I.  THE MAXIMUM OPENING ALTITUDE IS 24,999 FT MSL.

  J.  THE MINIMUM OPENING ALTITUDE FOR BOTH LAND AND WATER

      OPERATIONS IS 4,500 FT AGL.

  K.  THE MINIMUM SUSPENDED WEIGHT OF THE MILITARY TANDEM MASTER,

      MTVS AND SUPPLEMENTAL WEIGHT IF REQUIRED IS 240 LBS.

  L.  THE MINIMUM SUSPENDED WEIGHT IS CALCULATED BY ADDING THE

      WEIGHT OF THE ITEMS BEING SUSPENDED FROM THE MAIN PARACHUTE,

      TANDEM MASTER, PASSENGER, EQUIPMENT, MTTB, AND ADD 48 POUNDS

      FOR THE MTVS (CONTAINER/RESERVE LESS MAIN CANOPY).

  M.  THE MTTB WILL NOT WEIGH LESS THAN THE TANDEM MASTER, MTVS,

      AND SUPPLEMENTAL WEIGHT.

  N.  THE TANDEM MASTER WILL WEAR A HARD SHELL HELMET.

  O.  THE TANDEM PASSENGER WILL WEAR A SOFT HELMET (FRAP HAT).

  P.  A TANDEM PASSENGER BRIEF WILL BE GIVEN AND SIGNED BY BOTH

      THE TANDEM MASTER AND PASSENGER PRIOR TO THE JUMP.

  Q.  THERE WILL BE A MINIMUM OF A THREE SECOND DELAY BETWEEN THE

      MTVS WITH THE MTTB AND OTHER JUMPERS.

  R.  WIND LIMITATIONS WILL BE IAW FMFM 7-43.

  S.  OPERATIONS INVOLVING OXYGEN WILL BE IAW FMFM 7-43.

  T.  DROP ZONE REQUIREMENTS WILL BE IAW FMFM 7-43.

3.  PRIOR TO PARTICIPATION IN ANY MILITARY TANDEM PARACHUTE OPERATION

WITH A PASSENGER, THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS AND QUALIFICATIONS FOR

THE PASSENGER WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO:

  A.  ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY OR A RESERVIST ON ACTIVE DUTY.

  B.  DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OR FEDERAL EMPLOYEE.

  C.  WHEN THE PASSENGER IS NOT JUMP QUALIFIED, ALL JUMPS WILL BE

      PROGRESSIVE IN ALTITUDE AND EQUIPMENT UP TO THE NECESSARY

      EXIT ALTITUDE REQUIRED FOR THE DESIGNATED MISSION.  THE

      JUMPS WILL BEGIN AT AN ALTITUDE NO HIGHER THAN 13,000 FT MSL.

  D.  TANDEM PASSENGERS AS AUTHORIZED BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF

      THE UNIT AUTHORIZED TO CONDUCT MFF OPERATIONS.

  E.  IN RECEIPT OF PERMISSIVE TANDEM PASSENGER ORDERS FROM THEIR

      COMMANDING OFFICER.  THIS IS REQUIRED FOR ALL PASSENGERS

      USING THE PERMISSIVE JUMP ORDERS FORMAT IN MCO 3500.20,

      STATING "SNM IS AUTHORIZED FOR TANDEM PASSENGER OPERATIONS".

  F.  BELOW 10,000 FT MSL, HAVE A CURRENT MEDICAL PHYSICAL.

  G.  ABOVE 10,000 FT MSL, HAVE A CURRENT CLASS II FLIGHT PHYSICAL.

  H.  ABOVE 10,000 FT MSL, HAVE A CURRENT HAPS CARD.

4.  THE FOLLOWING IS THE MINIMUM MILITARY TANDEM MASTER CURRENCY

REQUIREMENTS AND WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO:

  A.  MAKE 2 PASSENGER JUMPS PER QUARTER.

  B.  A TANDEM MASTER WILL BE CONSIDERED NOT CURRENT IF HE DOES NOT

      PERFORM A TANDEM JUMP WITHIN 6 MONTHS.

  C.  NON CURRENT TANDEM MASTERS WILL ATTEND A TANDEM MASTER

      REFRESHER COURSE TAUGHT BY A CURRENT TANDEM MASTER.

  D.  A NON CURRENT TANDEM MASTER'S FIRST JUMP WILL BE CONDUCTED

      DURING DAYLIGHT SOLO, THE SECOND JUMP WILL BE DURING DAYLIGHT

      WITH A CURRENT MFF PARACHUTIST AS THE PASSENGER.

5.  THE MTVS AND THE MTTB WILL BE PACKED AND MAINTAINED BY A MOS 0451

PARACHUTE RIGGER, THAT IS RAM AIR PACK, AND TANDEM RAM AIR PACK

QUALIFIED.  THE TANDEM MASTER MAY PACK HIS OWN MAIN PARACHUTE WITH A

PACK IN PROCESS INSPECTION PERFORMED BY A MOS 0451 TANDEM RAM AIR

PACK PARACHUTE RIGGER.

6.  POC AT MARCORSYSCOM IS GYSGT MONNIG DSN 278-2775/COMM (703)

784-2775/FAX (703) 784-3473.  POC AT THE COMNAVSAFECEN IS GYSGT CRADY

DSN 564-3520 EXT 7160/COMM (757) 444-3520 EXT 7160/FAX (757) 444-6044

OR MR. SCHROY DSN 564-3520 EXT 7159.//
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