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       English 101, 2003


Lesson #28: Awkwardness
Professional writers make it look easy; amateurs make it look hard. Writing simply and clearly is a difficult thing to learn. It is much easier to write sentences that are clunky and that stumble. Editors often have to smooth out the rough spots.

Examples

The situation then started to conspire against us.

[Can a single thing conspire? I think it takes at least two]

...future issuances of the CCPO Civilian Personnel Manual...

[“…future issues of…”]

The [mishap] chain was long with each link being human related.

[“Each link of the long mishap chain involved human error.”]

Two mishaps have recently occurred on the flight decks of two carriers, concerning explosive devices, within two days of each other, one East coast, the other West.

[“Two recent mishaps involving explosive devices occurred recently, two days apart. One was on an East Coast carrier, the other was on a West Coast carrier.”]

These suits are not made of the same material or offer the  same "fire retardant qualities" as the CWU 73/P.

[should be parallel with the "are not", or should be "nor do they offer"]

A P-3 flight engineer stated correctly that it has been human error causing the many gear-up landings in the P-3 community.

["that human error has caused"]

Avoid flying under bird formations to escape the diving tendency birds have demonstrated when approached by aircraft.

["flying under bird formations to escape" is misleading;  "don't fly under bird formations, because birds tend to dive when..."]

The petty officer threatened the airman if he persisted in his disobedience and citing numerous years of maintenance experience and sensitivity to the thump test.

["threatened...that" or "threatened with"]

Rather than attempting to restart an engine that had just overtemped for over 30 seconds we might just leave well enough alone next time.

[says that the engine had overtemped for 30 seconds, but means "don't try to restart it for 30 seconds"

An airman, while working on an aircraft sponson, fell. . .

[don't separate subject and verb, if possible]

Reverse rope ends regularly, particularly when used in tackle.

[is "reverse" a verb or an adjective?]

A pulled strand can snag during rope operation.

[what is "rope operation"?  Do you ever "operate" a rope?]

As a result of total commitment to excellence and teamwork, I am proud to inform you that a draft third edition of SAFEARMY 1990 was completed prior to workshop conclusion.

[pompous, overblown, and he isn't "proud" as a result of it, the document was completed because of it]

Imagine a typical civilian light plane or commuter airline pilot trying to bring his or her craft "aboard the boat".

["Imagine the pilot of..."]

One of the most often asked questions of maintenance control by aircrew ready to slip away from the grip of mother earth is, "How's the aircraft look?"

["common" instead of "most often", "ready...earth" is a  cliche and interrupts.  "When they're ready to slip away from the grip of mother earth, the aircrew often asks maintenance control, 'How's...'"]

Next, she entered the state contest and placed second in her class plus took home the best competitor over 35 years old trophy.

["...the trophy for best..."]

. . . questions begin to arise.  Naturally, and with a preventative concern we ask, "Why?"  Why did the . . .

["Naturally...'Why?'" is all a sidestep and vague]

He was wearing his safety belt and only suffered abrasions and lacerations to his lower legs by flying glass with one day lost time.

["suffered...by" is awk.  Sentence is crammed]

 . . consists of an oxygen-like mask. . .  

[the mask isn't like oxygen;  "consists of a mask like an oxygen mask..."]

Color art preparation required high cost and very special skills.

["required high cost" is unnatural]

"The door is flung open, and Zuleika, a massive black labrador retriever, bounds out and licks our hand."

[“our”? odd pronoun]

... all I get is a dumb look or laugh.  That look or laugh will be wiped off their faces if one of those "inert" items should explode.

[can you wipe a "laugh" off someone's face?]

For those that want to restrict NATOPS training, the aphorism "supervisory 

error" comes to mind.

["who", not "that."  also, not an aphorism]

If possible, carry dissembled fishing rods to and from the fishing site.

[check definition of "dissemble"]

"Lo and Behold," I ran across a message that stated tread had been thrown off a MLG tire of one more A-6.

[weird quotes, "a" MLG is wrong]

OK, no problem.  We've been out for 2.5 hours with another hour to go until our hot-pump time.  We still have 2,000 pounds of fuel.  A quick drink from the smallboy and we'll be set until our 2400 cycle time.  We spent the next hour making random sonar dips ahead of the CV and arrived over the FFG a few minutes early.  This frigate was a "stretch" FFG with a nice, big deck designed for straight-in approaches which are more comfortable for the copilot.

[The problem is between sentences 4 and 5, where we transition from present tense to past, and from interior monologue to straight narrative.  This example raises the problem of how to handle thoughts in text.]

An approaching hurricane is an infrequent but ever-present possibility along the Atlantic Coast.

[can something be both?]

…noticed a slight roaring sound coming from over his head in the aircraft cabin as we pulled into a hover.

[all definitions say "loud," so this is an oxymoron; plus the word "sound" isn't necessary]

…Sgt. Court saw an apparent half-inch weld mark on the bottom…

[…saw what looked like a half-inch…]

Helo crashed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

[…crashed during an OEF mission.]

The van body limits driver visibility when backing or maneuvering through tight areas.

[…body makes it hard for the driver to see when…]
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