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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #35: Noun strings
These graceless and confusion gobs of language often result from extremely technical subjects. Editors should learn to recognize them, be able to figure out which parts are modifiers and compound modifiers, punctuate accordingly, and use prepositions when necessary.

A potential FOD hazard is the engine nose gearbox blower fairing assembly fasteners.

[“… the assembly fasteners on the blower fairing in the engine nose gearbox.”]

the starboard wing leading edge center section

[the center section of the starboard wing's leading edge]

an emergency resuscitation procedures placard

[a placard showing procedures for...]

Limit saturated fat intake.

["Limit your intake of..."]

… wiring failure reports have been increasing rapidly over the past five years to the point that...

[“… reports about wiring failures have increased rapidly…”]

a corrosion inhibitor/lubricity improver additive

["additives to inhibit corrosion and improve lubricity]

It's clear to me that we need not only specific carrier weather minimums for all launches and recoveries but also battle group commander adherence to OPNAV's acid test for exercising the operational necessity provision.

["battle group commander adherence" is a noun string]
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