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By Lt. Jon Sastrom

ne evening aboard an aircraft carrier, aSailor

decided to sharpen hisknife by using the
|eather-belt method he had seen in western movies.
He used hisknifedaily and wanted it to be as sharp
aspossible. The Sailor began honing theblade's
cutting edge on awhetstone.

Hethen took off hisunauthorized |eather belt
and attached one end to the handle on a piece of
equipment, while holding the other end between his
legs. With hisfree hand, the Sail or began to sharpen
hisknife—going back and forth acrossthe belt, just
like he saw them do in those movies—but got
carried away by putting alittletoo much * oomph”
into hissharpening strokes. Hedrovetheknifeinto
hisknee.

A sick-bay examination determined therewere
no cut or damaged ligaments, but the Sailor needed
six stitchesto closethe bleeding wound.

In addition to anon-regul ation belt, also contrib-
uting to thismishap wasthe Sailor’sno-fear attitude
and thefact that he had worked an entire shift and
wasn't asmentally alert as he should have been.
Had he been more aware of what he was doing and
realized the potential hazards, hiscommon sense
would havekicked inand thisknifingwould have
been prevented.

Inthefuture, our western-movie buff hopefully
will combine common sense and operational risk
management, and apply them—along with the
valuablelesson helearned from sharpening hisknife
—toeverything hedoes. . >

Lt. Sastrom was the Avionics and Armament
Division officer for Srike/Fighter Squadron 27
embarked in USSKitty Hawk when he wrote this
story.
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After using a whetstone to sharpen his
knife (above), the Sailor decided to
use a Western-movie method of
using a leather strap (below) to hone
the blade. While he was making
passes with his knife across the
leather belt, his hand slipped, and he
stabbed himself in the knee.




