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Navy Joins National Crackdown On Seat-Belt Scofflaws

NORFOLK, Va., May 19, 2003 – Combat isn’t the only threat to Sailors’ safety. Traffic crashes remain the leading killer, and that’s why Navy commands around the world are again partnering with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the National Safety Council in the “Click It or Ticket” national enforcement campaign aimed at seat-belt violators.

“Click It or Ticket” begins Monday, May 24, 2004, and continues through the Memorial Day holiday. A second thrust occurs in November. This campaign to increase seatbelt usage is part of the Navy’s effort to meet the Secretary of Defense initiative for the DoD to reduce mishaps by 50 percent.

Rear Admiral Dick Brooks, the Naval Safety Center’s commander, urges service members and their families to use every resource available to help control hazards on the highway, on liberty, and at home. “We are still experiencing far too many casualties from these kinds of mishaps,” he said in a recent message to Navy flag officers. “It’s not just about numbers or meeting some numerical goal – it’s about preserving the most precious resource we have: our human resource.”

Motor-vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for the military, outweighing other causes, including training mishaps and combat. The Navy’s private motor vehicle (PMV) fatality rate between FY98 and FY02 was 16.76 per 100,000 personnel (317 deaths). So far in FY04 (from October 1, 2003 to May 19, 2004), 65 Sailors have died in PMV mishaps. That is 62 percent of the fiscal year’s fatalities to date.  Military personnel, because of their age and gender, epitomize the people who tend not to wear seat belts as often: 18-to-34-year-old males.

“While we are doing everything we can to protect families from unpredictable threats, we must continue to address the most predictable and leading risk our families and military face every day – traffic mishaps,” said Capt. Bruce Crisler, director of the Shore Safety Programs at the Safety Center.
“Click It or Ticket” relies on periods of intense enforcement of seat-belt laws, coupled with aggressive advertising and media outreach, to let people know about the enforcement. For many drivers who don’t wear seat belt—especially young people—the threat of a ticket has proven to be a greater inducement to buckle up than the threat of injury or death. Navy commands typically work with local law-enforcement authorities to plan and publicize the timing and locations of the seat-belt checks. Another common effort is to increase enforcement of existing seat-belt regulations via the security personnel who check ID cards at the gates to bases.

A typical local initiative was the Mid-Atlantic Region Traffic Safety Meeting on May 14, 2004. Hosted by the Naval Safety Center at the USAA Corporate Offices in Norfolk, the meeting highlighted the “Click It or Ticket” mobilization. Some 50 regional safety managers, public affairs officers, security specialists and traffic safety representatives attended the meeting to gather information on how to participate in “Click It or Ticket.” The program was presented by a panel of representatives from Drive Smart Virginia, the Virginia Beach Police Department, the state Department of Motor Vehicles, NHTSA, and the Virginia ABC Bureau of Law Enforcement.  

Col. Dave Kerrick, Naval Safety Center Deputy Commander, opened the meeting with comments about the Sailors and Marines who are dying – not only during the war, but also on our highways. “We’ve got to help these kids,” said Kerrick. “We have to change their mindset. It’s going to take a concerted effort between organizations like USAA, local law enforcement, and government agencies to make this work,” added Kerrick.
About the Naval Safety Center: Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information to the Fleet. The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. Commander, Naval Safety Center reports directly to the Chief of Naval Operations, provides assistance to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Safety, and supports over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members. Our web site is at http://safetycenter.navy.mil
About the 50%-Mishap-Reduction Campaign: On May 19, 2003, the Secretary of Defense challenged DoD to achieve a 50-percent, across-the-board mishap reduction by the end of FY05. In fiscal year 2003, mishaps killed 106 Sailors, and cost the Navy $737 million in equipment damage and lost resources. Of the mishap cost, $694 million was in aviation mishaps. Sixty-six of the deaths were on the highway. The mishap-reduction challenge aims at 10 targets. Four involve Class A mishaps (which cause $1 million or more in damage, destroy an aircraft, kill someone, or leave someone totally disabled): total operational, aviation (which alone accounts for 94 percent of the costs), afloat and ashore. Four other targets involve fatalities: traffic (which accounts for more than half the total deaths), off-duty, afloat and aviation. The other two are the number of destroyed aircraft and civilian lost-time injuries.
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