Shorting Probes Are Coming Up Short
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N

aval Safety Center surveyors have found two recurring discrepancies fleet-wide when examining shorting probes used in electrical and electronic spaces.

     One discrepancy involves the alligator clips on the shorting probes: They must be mechanically secured and soldered in place to prevent the screw from backing out. Soldering them also results in electrical continuity when you use the probe to discharge components to ground. Warning: Make sure you don’t have a “cold solder” joint. 

     The second discrepancy involves the threads in the shorting probe at the end of the handle. Make sure this end has a nylon screw installed and the screw is cut off flush with handle’s end. This prevents the erroneous installation of the shorting hook to the non-grounding end of the probe.

     You are responsible for meeting configuration requirements by making sure new shorting probes are modified as described above. Use MIP 3000/001 series as the guide for shorting probe configuration requirements. You also must inspect your shorting probes to make sure they comply with the MRC S-6 of MIP 3000/001 series.

     Finally, always remember:  Don't use a probe to ground voltages that exceed its maximum safe rating. 

     NavSafeCen Point of Contact:

     EMC(SW) R. Hill

     (757) 444-3520 ext. 7304 (DSN) 564

     E-mail: robert.j.hill@navy.mil
