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Naval Safety Center Joins National Click It or Ticket Mobilization Campaign

NORFOLK, Va., November 14, 2003 – Rear Admiral Richard E. Brooks, Commander, Naval Safety Center, will be among the panel of speakers at a national news conference to launch the National Click It or Ticket Mobilization in Washington, D.C., Monday, Nov. 17.  The Conference will highlight this year’s second mobilization campaign to enforce seat belt and child passenger safety laws nationwide.  During the two-week campaign, the Safety Center will join more than 12,000 other law enforcement agencies in a nationwide effort to enforce the use of seatbelts over the upcoming holiday period.  

The Navy and Marine Corps will work closely to increase awareness of traffic and motor vehicle safety and reduce the number of needless deaths.  Motor-vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for the military, outweighing other causes, including training mishaps and combat.  During fiscal years 2001 through 2003, 348 Sailors and Marines died in private motor-vehicle crashes, representing 54 percent of all accidental deaths.  Overall, in the last three years – FY2001 through 2003 – mishaps have cost the Navy 634 lives and $2.3 billion.  Tragically, over 40 percent of young servicemen and women who failed to wear seat belts could have survived if they had buckled up.  Military personnel by virtue of age and gender typically epitomize the people who do not buckle up – 18 to 34-year-old males.

“At the Naval Safety Center, our job is to look out for all our Sailors, Marines, and civilians,” said RADM Brooks.  “It’s our priority to ensure as safe a working environment as possible, to identify the hazards we all face in both our professional and personal lives, to educate everyone in the vital importance of risk management in everything we do, and to improve readiness. Across our force it’s up to the leaders of every Navy and Marine Corps command to promote awareness and set the example, for traffic safety truly is a matter of life and death.”   

Installation commanders, security officers, public safety workers, and public affairs officers can
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visit http://www.safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/downloads/ParticipationForm03.doc to register online or they can download the form and fax it to 202-338-0415. For more information about the mobilization, visit http://safetycenter.navy.mil/ashore/motorvehicle/clickit/ or http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/airbags/buckleplan/buckleup/.

The mobilization campaign is conducted twice yearly by the Air Bag & Seat Belt Safety Campaign of the National Safety Council in conjunction with law enforcement agencies, state highway safety offices, NHTSA and the National Transportation Safety Board. The mobilization is also part of Buckle Up America, an ongoing NHTSA initiative to increase belt use and save lives.

The Naval Safety Center provides fleet support in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation, traffic safety, ground operations, and occupational safety and health. The command maintains a computerized repository for statistical data, conducts mishap and hazard investigations, and recommends policies that will prevent further mishaps and loss of life. Commander Naval Safety Center answers directly to the Chief of Naval Operations and works closely with over 4,200 Marine and Navy commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes and to preserve the lives of our service members.  
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