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CNO and Safety Center Announce Winners of 2002 Grampaw Pettibone Awards

NORFOLK, Va., April 10, 2003 – The Chief of Naval Operations and Commander Naval Safety Center have announced the winners of the 2002 Grampaw Pettibone Awards, presented to the individual and the organization that contribute the most toward aviation-safety awareness through publications.

Winner of the unit award is Strike Fighter Squadron Eight Seven (VFA-87 “Golden Warriors”) based at NAS Oceana in Virginia Beach, Va. Winner of the individual award is Lt. Cmdr. Kenneth E. Durbin of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light Five One (HSL-51 “Warlords”) at the Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan. And a special award for sustained contributions goes to Commander, Electronic Attack Wing Pacific Fleet, based at NAS Whidbey Island, Wash.

Runner-up for the unit award is Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light Four Eight (HSL-48) based in Naval Station Mayport, Fla. Runner-up for the individual award is Lt. Joe Alden of Strike Fighter Squadron Eight Seven.

“Hangar flying” -- sharing stories of miscues, mishaps, goofs, flubs, and other airborne misadventures -- has long been a hallmark of professional aviators, and one that is the envy of other military communities. Publishing these lessons learned has kept countless aviators from learning the hard way (and, perhaps, from a tongue-lashing from Grampaw Pettibone, the famous curmudgeon who has inhabited the pages of  Naval Aviation News for so many years).

Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that investigates and analyzes mishaps, and provides safety information and data to the fleet.  The Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, as well as occupational safety and health.  It is the publisher of five award-winning safety magazines:  Approach, Mech, Fathom, Ashore, and Ground Warrior.  The Center provides service to more than 4,200 Navy and Marine commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes. Visit the Safety Center at www.safetycenter.navy.mil
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