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Turcotte assumes command of Navy’s Mid-Atlantic Region

NORFOLK, Va., Aug. 13, 2003 – On Aug. 13, Rear Adm. Stephen Turcotte, assumed command of the Navy’s mid-Atlantic Region, a five-state regional command that provides support to the Navy’s operating forces.  Turcotte will continue to serve as commander of the Naval Safety Center until his change of command ceremony on Aug. 19. 

Turcotte received his first flag assignment as the 48th commander of the Naval Safety Center in January 2002.  While there, he served as a member of the Columbia Accident Investigation Board.  Turcotte also served as Deputy Commander, Joint Task Force Southwest Asia at Prince Sultan Air Base, Saudi Arabia from September to December 2002.

During his tenure at the Safety Center, Turcotte oversaw the command’s transition to the Navy-Marine Corps Intranet (NMCI) network, an effort that supports the Secretary of the Navy’s goal to create a Web-enabled Navy.  NMCI has fully implemented the Web-Enabled Safety System (WESS), which allows the Fleet to better manage its mishap-tracking and reporting system.  The goal of WESS is to comply with the Navy’s effort to move toward an e-business environment, making the Safety Center an early and aggressive player.  Turcotte has also supported the realignment of the safety program within the Navy, an effort that combines occupational safety and health with the Safety Center organization.  Combining NAVOSH and the Safety Center allows the Navy better use of resources and manpower and eliminate duplication of efforts.  


As commander of a safety organization, Turcotte committed himself to serving the customers:  the Fleet Naval Forces.  His staff is dedicated to assisting the Navy and Marine Corps in maintaining peak readiness through preservation of assets.  Turcotte spearheaded the establishment of a long-term strategic plan, which aligns with the priorities of the CNO and the goals of the Secretary of Defense.  The strategic plan was designed to achieve mishap reduction goals in aviation, afloat, operational and private-motor vehicle safety, off-duty and recreation safety, and occupational and industrial health.

- more -

Established in 1951, the Naval Safety Center is the Navy’s leading organization that conducts safety investigations, mishap analysis, and dissemination of information to the fleet. Based on investigation findings, the command recommends policies that will prevent further mishaps and loss of life. Commander Naval Safety Center serves communities in aviation, afloat, shore and recreation/traffic, ground operations, as well as occupational safety and health. The Safety Center answers directly to Chief of Naval Operations and works closely with more than 4,200 Navy and Marine commands worldwide to promote safety and safety processes. 
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