Naval Safety Center Hosts the Second Annual Naval Aviation Maintenance Safety Conference

By Danny Steber

NORFOLK, VA.— The second gathering of fleet maintenance and safety professionals was held at Devary Hall on Norfolk Naval Station from April 27 to 30. Nearly 230 participants from 103 commands (including Sailors and Marines from Japan, Guam, Sicily, and throughout the U.S.), gathered to discuss SECDEF’s 50-percent-reduction challenge and to share the latest news about safety-related programs.

Colonel Dave Kerrick, Deputy Commander Naval Safety Center (NSC), opened the conference with a plea. He told the group, “We need your help. The Navy and Marine Corps lose about 1,000 people in mishaps every five years. The key to making a difference is held within every person in this room.” He stated that maintainers should work to “make our Sailors and Marines better and safer citizens when they go out the gate.” He also challenged maintainers to continue their efforts to reduce mishaps, keep shipmates safe, and eliminate repeat mistakes and maintenance error.

The four-day conference included presentations on traffic safety, safety surveys, maintenance-malpractice presentations, maintenance-related mishaps, aging aircraft, cultural surveys and assessments, and numerous other safety programs and equipment. AO1 Robert York of VRC-40 summer up the conference in one word: “Outstanding.” He said, “I expected a four-day stand-down, but, instead, I heard informative presentations on the hazards of electro-static discharge, FOD resources—including a new tool called the FOD*BOSS, and safety equipment, including the new chemical and biological gear, flight-deck clothing, and personal protective equipment.”

Mary Brigham, a traffic-safety specialist at NSC, told the group, “We’ve been under the gun to reduce mishaps, and we have our work cut out for us.” She related a horrifying story about a carload of Sailors that hit a tree and broke in two pieces. Three passengers wore seatbelts and survived. The unbuckled driver died. His BAC was twice the .08 limit.

To counter traffic-related mishaps, AT1 Jared Karayan, an avionics quality-assurance representative with VAW-117, said, “I would like to see each command implement a voluntary mentoring program, but one with a broader scope. They could implement a phone tree, of sorts, with a list of all E-5 and below. If a shipmate is in trouble and needs a ride, they could use their peer group to ask for help.” He felt the list could be held in a glove box and might work to reduce alcohol or fatigued driving problems.

Much of the presentation related to steps, equipment or lessons that could help to reduce mishaps. ATCS Kevin Crain, a COMNAVAIRLANT Aviation Maintenance Management Team Inspector, said “I didn’t know what to expect with the conference, but every session was excellent.” When asked about what maintainers can do the help meet the DoD mishap goal, he said, “Do by-the-book maintenance, make sure people are trained, practice operational risk management, and adhere to all safety regulations.” He added, “The attendees must brief their commands about the presentations viewed, information shared, and steps to get more involved with safety.”

For more information on the conference, contact ATCS(AW/SW) Brian Clark at (757) 444-3520, Ext. 7290 (DSN 564) or e-mail: brian.p.clark@navy.mil. The co-coordinator is AMCS (AW/SW) Cheryl Poirier, (757) 444-3520, Ext. 7221 (DSN 564), or e-mail: cheryl.poirier@navy.mil. Their fax number is (757) 444-7049.
