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October 8, 2003

Dear Commanding Officer:

I ask for your base’s participation in a national seat belt enforcement campaign, taking place November 17-30, 2003.  This campaign is Click It or Ticket, and the military has partnered with the Air Bag & Seat Belt Safety Campaign and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to address one of the leading causes of death for military personnel – traffic crashes.  

We are committed to supporting Click It or Ticket because we are losing too many servicemen and servicewomen in traffic crashes.  In the fiscal year 2002, 321 military personnel across all services lost their lives in traffic crashes.  Unfortunately, military personnel by virtue of age and gender typically epitomize the low belt user: males ages 18-34.   

We are working closely with the Air Bag & Seat Belt Safety Campaign staff to coordinate enforcement efforts, material dissemination and media outreach support, and we want your support.  

Signing up online is easy.  Please visit www.enforcementsaveslives.org and refer to the attached form for step-by-step instructions.  If you do not have access to the Web, you can also fax the attached participation form to the Air Bag & Seat Belt Safety Campaign at (202) 338-0415.  Materials for Click It or Ticket are available on-line to assist agencies with local community and media outreach.

By signing up online you agree to make a commitment to make seat belt and child passenger restraints violations a priority on your base November 17-30.  This means not only enforcing the zero tolerance policy but also informing your personnel of the stepped up enforcement happening in the surrounding communities.  The Campaign expects over 12,000 law enforcement agencies around the country will be joining this effort, so chances are the law enforcement agencies in your community are participating.  

Once the Campaign receives your completed form, you will receive a banner and flyers as well as a Law Enforcement Action Kit – a pocket folder with template media materials to assist you with your earned media outreach.  

If you have any questions or would like to discuss Click It or Ticket further, please contact Erin Gilliam at (202) 572-2973 or erin.gilliam@gmmb.com.  Thank you for your commitment to Click It or Ticket and to saving lives.

Regards,

Erin Gilliam

Air Bag & Seat Belt Safety Campaign
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