WORLD HEALTH DAY

APRIL 7, 2004

E-MAIL UPDATE

April 7th is the anniversary of the formation of the World Health Organization (WHO), an international group that focuses on the major global health issues of the day.  Today is World Health Day (WHD) and the theme this year is “Road Safety is No Accident.”  If you drove into work today, rode as a passenger in a vehicle, took the bus, rode your bike or walked to work, road safety affects you.  

In 2002, motor vehicle crashes were the leading cause of death for people in Virginia ages 5 through 29 years (these deaths include vehicle occupants, pedestrians and cyclists).  That same year in Virginia, 913 lives were lost and 78,896 people were injured in traffic crashes.  Virginia is not alone.  Nationally, nearly 43,000 lives were lost and nearly 3 million more were injured in traffic crashes.   

Globally, by the year 2020, traffic crashes are predicted to become the third highest disease/injury burden on the global community, ahead of malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS.

Join this worldwide effort to make our planet safer for everyone.  First, always wear your safety belt while traveling in a vehicle.  Safety belts improve your chances of surviving a crash.  Second, make sure that everyone in your vehicle is belted as well.  

For more information please visit: http://www.who.int/world-health-day/2004/en for World Health Day; http://www.drivesmartva.com for general traffic safety; or http://smartsafeandsober.vachiefs.org/programs/CIOT/index.php for Click It or Ticket, Virginia’s campaign to get everyone buckled.

 

