most dangerous situationinwhichwefind

B eing behind thewheel of acar isperhapsthe
ourselvesduring off-duty hours. Beforeyou think I'm

| pulled off theroad juS#eyond the convertible. Insidewere
two fellow student navghaviators strapped into the front seet.

8 exaggerating, let metell you about acrash | saw when | wasa
o By LCdr. David A. Renberg student naval aviator in Florida
% oIC Animpatient driver of aconvertibletried to passalogging truck.
c HSL-48 Det Ten Heswerved off theroad to avoid oncoming traffic, rolled threeor
f=) four times, sammedinto another car, and propeleditintotheparking
(CDE lot of agasgtation. Thecr. ed only 15 seconds.
c
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From N‘Q?mal

When | got closeto thém, | could seethey were dead. Both of
their neckswere broken. The passenger’sright leg had been
crushed by the door opening and closing.

Theother car, only afew feet away, faced the opposite
direction. Itsfront end was compressed nearly to the steering
column. '

Theyoung maninitwasserioudy injured. The 100-mile-per-
hour-combined-speed impact had forced himinto thedashboard
_+and steering wheel. Hisface and right knee were crushed. Hewas
breathing through asmall holeinthelower part of hisjaw.

* It'sbeen 11 yearssincel saw thiscrash. Hundreds of times
sincethen, | havethought about these people and about how
suddenly aseemingly normal situation can turn deadly.

| see peoplerunning yellow lights, passing other carswith
secondsto spare before hittigg oncoming vehicles, or speeding
past me on theinterstate—all trying to savetime. After knowing
what can happen when an impatient driver triesto saveafew
seconds, ask yourself if saving timeisthat important. Isit worth
theri Q‘Q? |8
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