By Ltjg. Brad Sparks
Assistant Aircraft Division Officer
VAW-117

efore joining the Navy, | wasafirefighter/
EMT. On Christmas Day, 1993, | saw how a

drunk driver can hurt more peoplethan just himsalf. |
wasworking a24-hour shift tofill infor someone
who wanted the day off. After wefinished our
Christmasdinner, wegot acall about 7 p.m. for a
car crash. After seven minutesof running with
emergency lightson, siren screaming, and air horn
blowing, wearrived on scene of atwo-vehicle, head-
oncollison.

When asouthbound car didn’t make aturn and
crossed the center divide, it had hit anorthbound
vehicle. The northbound car was so smashed that
we had to use the“ Jaws of Life” to open up the car
to pull out the body of the occupant. Hewas dead
from multiple blunt force traumasto the head and
torso. The car going south was a so badly damaged.
We pulled the serioudly injured occupants out of that
car. The passenger (thedriver’sgirlfriend) had
severeinternal, blunt-forceinjuries. Shedied afew
dayslater because of complicationsfromthe crash.
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Thedriver, who had aBAC of 0.22, had the least
seriousinjuriesand wasrel eased from the hospital
after atwo-month stay. To thisday, he can’t walk
normally because of theinjury to hisspinal column,
which had to befixed by fusing it in two places.

Besideinjuring himsalf andkilling hisgirlfriend
and the other driver, hisactions affected more
people: six firefighters, four paramedics, three state
highway patrolmen.

If you think your crash won't affect other
people, you arekidding yoursalf. Even though seven
years have passed, the memories of thiswreck are
just beginning to fadefor me.

We haven't mentioned thedriver’sfamily and
thefamiliesof thosewhodied. I’'mglad | wasn’t the
person who had to notify them. Can youimagine
having ahighway patrolman knock on your door on
Christmas Day (or any other day, for that matter) to
tell you aloved one has been killed? What away to
celebrate that Christmas, and Christmasesto come
probably won't be so merry anymore.g
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