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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #12: What makes a photo effective?
1. Good photos:

· Are technically adequate (in focus, well-lit).

· Make a point editorially.

· Show action or work.

· Have people in them, and the people look involved in the action, are showing emotion, are concentrating.

· Are visually striking or pleasing (bright colors, nicely composed).

· Look realistic.

· Use available light instead of flash.

2. Mediocre photos:

· Are fuzzy.

· Are dark and dim; flash or strobe makes subject seem to be looming out of the murk.

· Lack context, appear generic.

· Are confusing (can't tell what the photo has to do with the story).

· Are static (rigid, posed, nothing happening).

· Look phony (such as grip-and-grin ceremonies, line-'em-up-and-shoot-'em, hands-across-the-sea).

· Are repetitive.

· Appear unrealistic (subject is pretending to do something, but isn't actually doing it).

· Look like police exhibits.

3. Captions (these ideas apply to diagrams, illustrations, charts, etc.)

· Unless the graphic element is generic or self-evident, it should have a caption.

· The tendency is to stick a label on a photo, based on information that the reader has after reading the article. But people look at photos before they read the article. The caption should orient them without giving away the story. In a nutshell, it should tell the reader what he or she is looking at, and the significance of it.

· If your caption is clever or interesting, so much the better. If not, at least make it clear, succinct and informative. Get the reader into the story, don’t just raise additional questions.
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