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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, April-May 2001


Lesson #23 : Parallelism, Consistency and Items in a Series

When you have a list of things, such as objects and actions, the list must remain consistent in terms of both content and grammar. Make sure the introduction to the list makes sense with all items, and give the list a sanity check when you edit. Here are some examples of problems with lists:

The natural resources manager can communicate wildlife issues and peak movement periods of wildlife, migration information, and help identify strike remains.

[not parallel: “…can discuss wildlife issues, identify peak movement periods, offer migration information…”]

Where was the breakdown that allowed an engine stand in this condition to be placed in use?  Was it the squadron or the GSE representative?  It was both.

[Is a person a "where"? Try "Who caused the breakdown that allowed... Was it someone in the squadron or was it the GSE rep?]

Among the causes were failure of equipment resulting in line snapback: line surging, snapping or whipping; caught in bight; and caught in equipment.

[…causes were when equipment failed and the line snapped back; when the line surged, snapped or whipped; and when the line caught in a bight or equipment.]

Employee was instructed in safety awareness, and to wear proper eye protection when welding.

[Employee was told be be aware of safety and to wear proper eye protection when welding.]

Three things determine the extent of the damage from birdstrikes: the size of the bird; where it hits; the speed of the aircraft and the time of the strike.

[Sounds like four things, not three]

"Fleet lieutenants have all the answers, possess immense knowledge of the aircraft, tactics, get all the good flight time (nights, IFR) and the only thing a fleet lieutenant knows better than NATOPS is the O-3 pay scale," the skipper said.

[add “and” after “tactics” and end sentence after “flight time.” Sticking in the parenthetical “nights, IFR” is a problem in a quote, since the speaker didn’t just stick those words in like that (they are more of an editorial explanation, which is very awkward in a quote). Start a new sentence with “The only thing…”]

…the pressure to develop ships, aircraft and weapons with greater and greater capability to go faster, maneuver better, carry more payload, have extended range, shoot further, deliver more punch, etc.

[Do ships, aircraft and weapons do all of those things?]

The smooth coastdown of the rotors and 300 pounds of confiscated cocaine signaled the close of a successful mission.

[Are the 300 lbs. of coke also having a smooth coastdown? Try "… and the pile of 300 pounds"]

Its primary purpose, though, is to lubricate parts not accessible during operation or when the lubricant has to stay in one place or stick to a part.

[That's two purposes;  "It is primarily used when you need to lubricate...or when..."]


Whiplash is a potential injury during coed jogging. So is accidental impact 

with trees or low fences.

[Impact isn't an injury]

Any no-notch fitting that is corroded or causing problems during greasing. . 

[“corroded or that causes problems…]

…contains the circuitry for arming and disarming the system, trickle-charging the battery pack, system actuation…

[…pack, actuating the system…]

Speaking of not forgetting, don't forget to provide inside storage or a canvass cover for the trailers and that the cylinder valves must be closed when moving trailers from place to place.

["Canvass" is a verb, not a noun; this sentence isn't parallel--should both be "don't forget that" or "don't forget to"]

Everyone moans and groans when we do those pain-in-the-rear egress drills, but the fact remains; it teaches you to think under extreme pressure, to remain calm and avoid panic, and most importantly, it builds your confidence.

["Drills" takes the pronoun "they", plus sentence too long and the semi-colon is questionable]

I will never fight if I feel "greyed" out for even a few seconds. I will always relax the "G" if greyout is occurring. The loss of situational awareness during "grey out" is a tremendous disadvantage.

[three ways of spelling “grey out” in one sentence]

A lot more dramatic saves happen. You can read about them in Approach every month. Incidents of flight deck personnel spotting a trace of hydraulic fluid before an aircraft launches prevents a massive failure, or sailors saving shipmates from being sucked into air intakes, or being blown overboard occur frequently.

[…intakes or from being…]

Paper cups are for drinking not for cleaning solvents.

[…drinking, not for storing cleaning solvents]

The master caution light lit up, informing us that the number 1 generator dropped off the line... As the aircraft climbed through 200 feet and into IMC conditions on the peanut gyro, the #1 generator was reset three times... Post-

flight investigation revealed a failed No. 1 integrated drive generator."

[Three ways of writing "number one"]
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