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       English 101

                Naval Safety Center, 2003


Lesson #37: Numerals and units of measurement

1. Review the Associated Press Stylebook entry for numerals, which refers you to a couple dozen related entries (dimensions, formulas, speeds, ages, etc.). Follow that guidance.

2. To express a range of measurements, such as temperatures, write 35 to 40 degrees or winds of 7 to 9 knots. Do not write 35-40 degrees, 35-to-40 degrees, or winds of 7-9 knots.

3. Try to change fractions to decimals. Some common or familiar fractions should be retained, however, especially in quotations: three quarters of an inch, walking a mile and a half.

4. Do not separate figures and abbreviations when they are used as a modifier: a 30kg box, a 9mm pistol. If used alone, separate them by a small space (the graphics staff will have to do this, since our PCs only allow a full space).
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